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What's a Zine?

Self- Published
Small print run, usually  500>

Empowerment rather than $$
Outside ‘mainstream’ media

Emphasizes print

“Fanzines are the means through which the scene talks 
to itself – griping, reviewing, advertising, etc.” 

Daily Impulse vol 2, #3 1986



THE STORY OF SAN DIEGO PUNK

Creating A Community
Promoting Creativity

Local Politics & Policing
Documentation

All-Ages
Humor
Art



1977





The first San Diego punk 
zine, edited by Jacqui 
Ramirez and Tom Griswold.

1978



Substitute #2
July 1978

THE ZEROS 
photographed 
outside the Balboa 
Theater by Tim 
Griswold.





1979?
Mikel 
Toombs



Required Reading...
SNARE “....definitely 
the best handwritten 
publication to come 
out of San Diego.”

1980
Mikel Toombs

Cover Photo: Peggy Amison



Interview 
with The 
Dils
(Chip & 
Tony 
Kinman 
from 
Carlsbad)



  

1978 Tom Griswold

“STOMP is a non-profit 
guide to the scene in 
San Diego. Its purpose 
is to promote interest 
and solidarity while 
avoiding any criticizing 
that could stunt the 
development of any of 
the young San Diego 
bands. This first issue 
is only phone numbers.”



“If you're 
looking for 
someone to 
start a 
band with, 
next issue 
we'll have 
free 25 
word ads 
for lost, 
wandering 
musicians.”



“La Mesa Legionnaires 
didn't like what they 
saw when 400 rockers 
showed up for the 
Penetrators, DFX2, 
Dinettes show in 
their bingo hall. The 
rockers didn't like 
it either when many 
were rudely turned 
away at the door, 
then chased from the 
parking lot by fun-
loving cops with 
attack dogs. Needless 
to say, it was the 
first and last show 
there. Shows will 
resume at the Lions 
Club.”

Stomp #2



1980
“for the 
hell of 
it” by 
Dan 
McLain

“Christ! There's bands all over the 
place! At least two more for the 
list already. Give 'em a chance.”



“...there no 
longer exists 
the void that 
SNARE was 
created to 
fill.” 



"There are obstacles, of course, like the SDPD, 21 age limit clubs, and 
other social fungus... Everyone can do their bit... Support the clubs or 
start your own, buy local singles, or record your own, read the 
magazine, or write your own."



"Never mind the 
Bullocks or the 
“contempt-o's” or 
any of the other 
trendy stores...

Who needs (or wants) 
the fashion of 
Vague, Harlot's 
Bizarre, Gloomour, 
or Weary Women's 
Daily? CREATE YOUR 
OWN!

F____ 'em and their 
high priced clothes 
for clones...”



“BX: Most of the 
show you were 
yelling '1977 – 
1977' into the 
audience, I take it 
you're not too 
impressed with the 
old punk scene.

J:Yeah, this is 
1980, you can only 
spit and shout for 
so long until it 
gets on your 
nerves, you gotta 
listen to the music 
sometime.”



Sept 1980 Clayton Colgin

LETTERS!!LETTERS!!LETTERS!!
“... Since the N.P.L.C. 
(North Park Lions Club – 
ed.) is the only club left 
to see good bands if you're 
under 21, why do people 
have to bite the hand that 
'serves' them?...”

“This issue (#3) is the 
first I have seen. I 
enjoyed the interviews with 
both the Pens & F.O.N.O. - 
this was the first time I 
really heard their side 
since the garbled “Away 
From The Numbers.” The art 
was good but a bit too 
political...”

“...Bamboo-Head now as a staff-
member in the form of one 16 
year old Paul Kaufman...”



“It is my contention that radio, 
especially in San Diego, exists to 
promote and support that which is bad 
in rock music today.”



Review of Oktoberpunkfest



“...'cause at this point I'm just waiting for a 
tidal-wave to wipe this sleeping city off the map.” 

Darby Crash's last interview?

TO WHOM IS SHOULD CONCERN (A MESSAGE FROM A MINOR).....



"Since SLAX is now a "big-time" 
fanzine, (circulation over 50), 
we must take responsibility for 
what we say in print. I am 
especially sorry for being the 
originator of the latest "San 
Diego's music scene is shit" 
sentiments currently festering 
in our city."

Issue 3, July/Aug 1982
Joel Nowak, Craig Mane, 
Phil Riedel.



“...the Mods & 
Punks are making 
an about-face 
from the casual, 
laid-back San 
Diego stupor.”    
    --Jimmy Rooster

1981

Take the quiz:
Punk or Poseur?



“New Hope! There 
is music worth 
hearing in San 
Diego!”



No Age Limit
5-0-5-1
Moral Majority
Sacred Lies
Antitrust
The Brood
Testament of Faith
Men of Clay
Hedgehogs
Diamanda Galas





“DEAD OR ALIVE 
BENEFIT SHOW
Someone's backyard in 
Lemon Grove
February 20, 1982

Early in the afternoon, 
before anyone had even 
set up, the cops saw us 
standing in the road 
and questioned us. 
(“Appears to be 
punkrockers.” said 
their radio)....

…...THE SKULLBUSTERS 
debuted, with 11-year 
old Paul Lima singing. 
He seemed a little 
nervous at first, but 
soon loosened up and 
sang well...”





1982?

“She said she 
couldn't sing, 
couldn't play guitar, 
and wanted to start a 
band, so I figured 
that's the person to 
call.”
 
- Jeff, Black Tango



DIY:
Scissors, 
paper, 

glue, 
pen,
typewriter, 
copy machine, 
stapler,           
        

interview
 your       
  friends,

& share!



“distributed by Rough 
Trade & ourselves”

Martin Sprouse
Pat Weakland

1984



"In Tijuana there's about 50 
punks. Some punks are skaters, 
some are straightedge, some are 
skinheads, but it does not matter 
to us because we are united for 3 
big reasons... 
ANTI-SYSTEM, ANTI-WARS[ ]
...The third reason is we don't 
like discrimination because we 
think all people in the world are 
equal (MAN, WOMAN, WHITE, BLACK). 
So it does not matter because we 
will accept you for what you are, 
not how you look.” 

• --ESTABAN CHAPITAL RUIZ 



"On the fanzine 
front.... "

“The San 
Diego Police 
Department 
is trying to 
put our 
scene to 
death!”

1984



1985

By Sylvia Qualls (Oxnard)

"These things we're 
talking about, 
fanzines, bands, 
tapes, shows, etc, 
are not just things 
you can buy & go to, 
they are also things 
to make & organize. 
Don't just be 
entertained, be 
active."









1985





1985

“It's four more years 
of Reagan, and three 
local community alerts 
for people to get 
involved in tellinng 
the President where he 
can put his mandate.”

“an anti-authoritarian 
newsjournal”

CHEAP EATS
The Chicken Pie Shop 
was reviewed in the 
first issue (when the 
pies were $1.39).







Riot Grrrl and the 
Reclamation of Punk 
Spaces and Identity



1991

“Riot Grrrl Manifesto”



11/29/15



11/29/15

“I penned SKEW in 1992 
as a more "thoughtful" 
response to the gender 
politics playing out in 
my own immediate 
community (which I 
observed as more of a 
lack of awareness verses 
straight up misogyny), 
and thus entered a 
lively feminist 
discourse that would 
occupy my personal, 
academic, and 
professional realms for 
many years to come.” 

Britton Neubacher



11/29/15

“WHY EVE 
 WAS A 
 PUNKER”



11/29/15



“San Diego formed the 
third point in a 
geographic triangle of 
the DIY punk culture at 
the time with Olympia 
and DC ”…

“By the time I started 
Wive's Tales (3 years 
later) I was softening 
around RG and found RG 
festivals to be a great 
forum for my radical 
women's health workshops 
and demos so I guess you 
could say SKEW was my 
"in response to" RG 
stage and WT was my "in 
alliance with RG" 
stage!”



“I've been pushed to 
publish because I can't 
open the newspaper 
without seeing something 
that is anti-woman, and 
I wanted to talk back 
and move myself and 
others to fight back. 
Unfortunately that means 
that I have to protect 
myself from wackos by 
getting a P.O. Box and a 
pen-name.” 

• – La Sirene
• from Oya #1  [ ]

OYA
Margarat Nee

17 issues, 1993-5





1994 San Diego 

“This time we tried to 
move from simply 
straight facts to more 
of our personal 
involvements/reactions 
to the world around 
us..... We hope to 
create a medium within 
which we, as well as 
others out there, are 
able to discover how 
very powerful the 
emerging of the female 
voice can be when 
unshackled.”
Cari Bennett, Rebekah Putnam



(she told of her own rape on the previous page)













Resources
Grrrlzines A-Go-Go    gzagg.wordpress.com

SD Zine Fest   sandiegozinefest.com

SDSU Zines & Mini-Comics Collection
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